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rightfully honor this famous American who has
changed the landscape of American literature.

Before I conclude, I would like to thank the
35 Members who have already signed on to
this bill as original cosponsors. I hope that
more of my colleagues will sign on in the near
future in support of Zora Neale Hurston.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida [Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
PREVENTION LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GEKAS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, everyone is
pleased that the budget agreement has
been reached between the White House
and the Congress, and that does call for
applause across the Nation, but there
still looms the possibility of a shut-
down in Government, I hasten to say,
and that kind of shutdown can do more
to unravel the budget agreement that
we have reached than any other single
event that I can conceive at this stage
of the budget proceedings.

Now, I have been trying for almost 10
years now to convince the Congress
that we ought to have in place a per-
manent solution to the possibility of a
Government shutdown; namely, that at
the end of the fiscal year, September
30, if the appropriations process has
not been completed, those bills that
have not yet been finally formulated
would simply turn over the next day
and adopt last year’s instant replay
type of figures so that we would have
last year’s budget go into effect until a
new budget can be prepared and adopt-
ed. This instant replay would prevent a
Government shutdown.

It was outrageous, in my judgment,
to have heard on the floor, when this
proposition passed during the disaster
relief fiasco that we underwent, the
claim that if we passed the Gekas
antishutdown legislation it would
mean the cutting of funds. I have just
finished saying, Mr. Speaker, that if
my bill would be adopted, at the end of
the fiscal year, if we do not have a
budget, last year’s figures would ob-
tain.

So there would be no cutting of
funds. It would be maintaining the
same funds as last year, and then the
negotiators proceed on their merry
way to prepare a new budget. At any
given time after September 30 a new
budget could go into place, and that vi-
tiates the instant replay that would
have gone into place.

The other outrageous claim that has
been made against our bill is that it
creates a disincentive to negotiate. But
the truth of the matter is that both
sides need a new budget, so that at the

end of September 30, those who want
increased spending will have a chance
to negotiate, those who want to cut
spending will have a chance to nego-
tiate, but in the meantime, last year’s
figures will obtain.

What is wrong with my proposition, I
fear, is that it makes good sense.
Therefore, it has very little chance of
passing this Chamber on its own. But I
do believe that now that we have
passed this budget, or that we have
reached a budget agreement, and that
there would no longer be the disincen-
tive to reach a budget because we have
reached a budget agreement, that per-
haps we can begin to focus on the
antishutdown legislation as a perma-
nent solution.

Not just for 30 days as a continuing
resolution, not for 6 months or a year,
but to put it in place for all time, so
that every year when the budget looks
like it will go down in flames around
September 30, that we will have this
fallback lifesaving mechanism to pre-
vent a Government shutdown and all
the bad consequences that flow.

After all, Mr. Speaker, this is a tru-
ism as well; that risking a Government
shutdown really does cut back on
funds. Cuts funds. Why? If the Govern-
ment shuts down, all the mechanisms
that get the Social Security checks
out, the visas, the national parks, all
the services that our constituents
rightfully demand, all of those come to
a halt. Indeed, then there is a cut in
services, a cut in funding, a cut in ap-
propriations.

That is the real risk that we have;
that the Government will shut down.
Not the risk that some appropriations
will be less than last year’s, but rather
whether or not we shall have Govern-
ment continue to present the benefits
that are necessary to maintain the
budget and to maintain what is ex-
pected of us by our constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I hope to continue to
raise this issue at every convenient
forum between now and September 30,
and I hope that the leadership and the
President see fit to reconsider the mat-
ter at a time to be set aside in the
month of September. After all, the
President, even as he vetoed this legis-
lation, said that the goal of preventing
Government shutdown is an admirable
one. I hope that he will sign such a
shutdown prevention piece of legisla-
tion to meet that goal.

f

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. GOSS] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. On September 18, 1947,
the National Security Act went into ef-
fect creating the CIA.

As America entered the cold war,
that act recognized the critical need

for intelligence about our foreign ad-
versaries, while attempting to balance
that with a constitutional mandate
that an intelligence service remain
within the bounds of democracy.

In 1977, in order to monitor and safe-
guard that critical balance, this House
established the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, which I have
the honor to chair today. By its very
nature, much of the work done by the
agency will remain anonymous, but we
must not make the mistake of inter-
preting that anonymity to mean that
the CIA has had no triumphs, nor can
we allow ourselves to forget the men
and women who have served there and
know much sacrifice and even tragedy.

Out at Langley at the headquarters
of the CIA is a small courtyard under
the oak trees that contains three pan-
els of the Berlin Wall. On the eastern
side of those panels there is nothing
but the cold, gray face of cement, but
on the western side there is color, vi-
brancy, and the inscription ‘‘and the
wind cries freedom.’’

Those panels and that wall, Mr.
Speaker, never had to be toppled by the
tread of our Nation’s tanks or stained
by the blood of our infantry; they were,
instead, breached throughout the cold
war by our Nation’s eyes and ears, the
CIA. Through their bravery and cre-
ativity, the officers of the CIA carved a
window through that wall that this Na-
tion used during the perilous times of
the cold war and ultimately relied
upon to bring down the wall’s demise.

The contribution of CIA officers to
our national security, however, has
come with a significant cost, because
at the entrance to Langley is another
less well-known wall on which there
are now 70 gold stars. These stars, Mr.
Speaker, are for those officers of the
CIA who died while serving our Nation
as our eyes and ears, in Vietnam, Latin
America, Europe, Eurasia, Africa and
elsewhere during the cold war.

We can acknowledge publicly the
dedication and sacrifice of some of
those officers, such as Bob Ames, who
was killed in the bombing of our Em-
bassy in Beirut, tragically, or Bill
Buckley, who died in Lebanon under
torture by the terrorists. The work and
lives of others must remain anonymous
stars on that wall and be remembered
privately. Those stars, Mr. Speaker,
are a measure of the courage and cost
required to keep our Nation informed
of the threats against it.

The end of the cold war has required
the CIA to undergo a tremendous shift.
New methods and focuses are needed to
meet the challenge before us today.
While no transition of this magnitude
is ever without its bumps in the road,
from my vantage point as chairman of
the body’s oversight committee, I am
pleased to report the CIA is responding
quickly and ably to the new threats of
the post-cold-war world.

Since the Berlin Wall came down,
those threats against our Nation have
multiplied. Narcotics traffickers ship
ever-increasing amounts of cocaine and
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